IN THE NEWS

Recent changes to the Institute of Museum and Library Services
(IMLS) have raised questions about the potential impact on
funding at Odell Public Library. First, know that Odell Public
Library is primarily funded by city property taxes. Defunding
IMLS will not impact this type of funding. Odell also receives a
small portion of our budget from the State of Illinois in the form
of an annual Per Capita Grant. This, too, will remain in place.
That’s good news!

Changes in IMLS funding will, however, impact the ability of
RAILS (Reaching Across Illinois Library Systems) to serve our
community. Among it’s many roles, RAILS is the agency that
processes, sorts, and ships the materials Odell receives from
other libraries in our region. When you check out a book, movie,
or video game from another library system - that’s RAILS! The
ability to interlibrary loan materials is particularly important in
rural areas like Morrison where our space and budget don’t
allow us to fulfill every need locally. That’s where RAILS comes
in! They provide our patrons access to millions of additional
materials and along with it, information, inspiration, and
entertainment for our community.

In fiscal year 2025, the Illinois State Library received $5.7 million
from IMLS. Of that $5.7 million, $4.3 million is allocated towards
Interlibrary Loan services through Illinois Heartland and RAILS.
If that funding is eliminated, there will almost certainly be
changes to the Interlibrary Loan services utilized by Odell
patrons.

Odell Public Library is resourceful and resilient. We have served
our community judiciously and with joy for more than 125 years.
We are proud of our vibrant, small town library and will continue
to monitor and respond to our changing world.

Want to learn more? Explore these trusted sources for more
information and advocacy ideas: ila.org/advocacy, ala.org, and
railslibraries.org. We hope to see you in the library soon!

How Can You
Support the
Library?
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Check Out An Item

Checkout numbers show the
impact of the Library and
support funding.

Visit Us

We keep track of how
many people walk through
the doors, access Wi-Fi, use

computers, and attend

programs. Add to the
count!

Follow
@O0OdellPublicLibrary
on Social Media.
Like, comment, and share

posts to spread awareness
and boost reach.




MAY 2025

May
PROGRAMS Storylimes

LEGO Club |
1030 - 1200 ( ms o QUTERSPACE |

o\

Tst Saturday of ngs BUNNIES .,
the month muas
—— 275 BICYCLES
All ages welcome
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SIGN UP FOR SUMMER READING! J

Pokémon Club

10-11:30 A.M.
Odell Program Room
Play the card game, trade
with friends, and meet up
with other Pokémon fans! AG lC

All ages.

Perfect for Preschoolers! 9 'S‘toyr:::sSon 4

THE GATHERING

12-3P.M.
Odell Program Room
Bring your decks and
play/trade with other MTG
enthusiasts. Ages 10+

Please Note: Lego, Pokemon, & MTG as well as our Thursday night storytimes take abreak
over the summer. Look for special Summer Reading programs all summer long!

Tiny Art Pickup

Tiny Art is available for pick up at Odell! If you
were one of the 336 artists who participated
in the 2025 Tiny Art Show, thank you for
sharing your mini masterpieces with our
community! The pieces were so creative and
unique and enjoyed by many! We plan to host
our next Tiny Art event in Spring 2027.













